America  If Our Neighbors Can Do It So Can We HH!

By Herman L. Hoeh

OUR UNCONVERTED neighbors be​lieve and work for an ideal, the American way of life. It is not God's way of life, of course, but at least they work for a cause.

Some may give only five percent of their incomes in bonds and taxes; others may give as much as seventy-five per​cent. But no matter what the amount, almost everyone of them wants to sup​port America's bid to Democratize this war torn world, making it a pleasanter place for their children to live.

Billions of dollars go for armaments, and even millions serve to finance the Voice of America broadcasts in Europe, which reaches a pitifully small fraction of Russia's radio audience.

Truman Gets 25%

Perhaps you haven't realized it, but about twenty-five percent of the total national income is utilized to support these and other efforts. If all our neigh​bors are willing to do that much for man's cause, then how much more ought we do for God's cause! If faith in De​mocracy with all its shortcomings can stir the unconverted to zeal, certainly be​lief in God's work ought to make zeal flow from us with ever increasing en​ergy!

Teaching other peoples the Ameri​can way of life appears very important to the government. Yet how much more important is the work of God! He isn't asking us to spend billions to destroy life; He isn't asking us to grant millions of dollars for the Voice of America broadcasts to propagandize Communist countries in Eastern Europe. Instead, God desires that we pay tithes and give offerings to save life and to support His program, The World Tomorrow Broad​cast, reaching millions who are willing to listen, with the TRUTH that has been hidden for centuries.

Small by Comparison

How insignificant is America's effort, when compared with the divine mission that faces every one of us as co-workers together with God! If so little can be accomplished in spreading the Ameri​can way o f life by one hundred fifty millions of people with all their re​sources and zeal, think how much EX​TRA zeal and earnestness in prayer with tithes and offerings ice will have to put into our divinely appointed task to carry the truth of GOD'S way o f life to all the nations, as Jesus commanded.

It's a responsibility that should make us shudder, that should make us cry out for more zeal to work harder so as to have a greater part in God's labor. Think of just a few thousand o f us co-workers, having on our shoulders the task of teaching America, our Israelite neigh​bors across the sea, and finally the whole world.

We are not wealthy bankers or pros​perous industrialists, yet we have a more far reaching job to perform than such men could dream of. Most of us have less to do with, haven't we? than some of our neighbors, YET WE HAVE FAR MORE TO ACCOMPLISH.

We can't all do the same work. Some of us have to be the direct instruments in carrying out the great commission. Others of us, you co-workers scattered over this whole nation and in Canada, have your part!

The government at Washington doesn't have every citizen instructing foreign nations about the American way of life. Instead, there are chosen and trained representatives of government sent abroad to direct the foreign affairs of the nation. The vast majority remain behind and support the government loy​ally by taxes, in bond drives, or by other patriotic means.

Your Part as Important as Mr. Armstrong's

In the same way God directs His work by choosing men whom He trains. But God intends that the others of us, who don't have a direct part in the min​istry, should have just as necessary a part. The government's effort would quickly fail if it were not for the people backing up that effort with their zeal and money, wouldn't it? So would God's work fail if you Christians cease to do your part in supplying faithfully tithes and offerings, to carry this work for​ward.

God knew that many of you would be wondering just what your part in this ministry would be, since He calls us co​workers together with Him. (2 Cor. 6:1) That is the reason that Paul ex​plains in the seventh chapter of He​brews that our part is to give tithes and offerings for the work of the ministry

in teaching His truth to all people.

Paul explains that long before Moses, in fact, from the beginning, the princi​ple of tithing was in force. Abraham gave tithes to Melchizedek about five hundred years before Moses was born. God revealed this to Abraham because it was good for him to give.

In actuality, God is the greatest Giver of all. Everything belongs to Him, but He gives us nine-tenths of everything we produce. In turn God only reserves one-tenth for Himself which He directs to be used for His work by those whom He has chosen to serve Him directly.

Are You Breaking This Law?

The apostle Paul then explains that later the Levites, as God's ministers to ancient Israel, had been given by God the use of tithes and offerings. But now the ministry is changed: "For the priest​hood being changed, there is made of necessity : (HANc.T also of the law." (Heb. 7:12)

Today the law is changed. not abol​ished, but changed, so that tithes and of​ferings which belong to God are given to the ministry which represents God at this time. This is our part as co-workers with God.

Our neighbors realize that they all have their part in aiding the cause they believe in. They prove their loyalty to the American way of life by putting their earnings into bonds and by paying taxes. It is only those whose hearts are not right who evade taxes. And the same applies to us too. "For where your treas​ure is, THERE will your heart be also." (Matthew 6:21)

Jesus knew that the very ones who rob God by refraining from paying tithes, and the ones who are not volun​tarily giving offerings according to their prosperity, that those people would not have their hearts right with God. God's heart is in His work. He wants us to have our hearts in His work, too, because His work is OUR WORK.

A Crime That Robs God, Thousands of Others, and Cheats YOU

If it is a crime to evade just debts to human agencies, how much more crimi​nal, more sinful is it to evade our just debt to God? When any of us fail in his duty to pay his tithes and give offer​ings to carry out the most important work on earth, he is not only slacking in his duty, he is ROBBING GOD of God's own money He has laid aside to do His work. (Malachi 3:8-12)

Perhaps you have never realized before how serious this is. None of us would wilfully rob the man we professed to work for, would we? Yet THAT is just what we are doing to our Heavenly Fa​ther and Employer when we fail to pay our tithes and give offerings.

We are taking away the spiritual food that two thousand people need by with​holding even a single dollar of God's tithe from God's most efficient work. It is not a very kind person who would rob the hands of two thousand spiritual "in​fants" just to feed his stomach, is it?

Such a person is not really feeding himself materially, even though he may think so. God's tithing law was revealed so that we could learn that by giving we receive more in return than if we would have retained the whole amount and not given. It costs you nothing to tithe, for God prospers the tither.

Jesus came that we might have life, and have it more abundantly. (John 10:10)

Do you want to be like the young man I know who was going econom​ically behind week by week because he was not obeying God? You will have to do what lie did. Siricc the Bible says that God was open to a test, that we could prove whether the Creator speaks the truth, this young man decided to test God's law. After a few days, as he was seated at a counter eating his meal, a stranger, in conversation with him, asked him to room with his family, which he did. Before the week was out, this young fellow was having so much less expense that he was now SAVING MORE THAN BEFORE HE STARTED TO OBEY GOD. He is now a co-worker with us and more prosperous than most young persons I know. You have even read two of his articles in "The Good News."

The Gospel Work

When we stop to think of the serious task that God has charged us with-a task that we are commanded to fulfill we can become almost overwhelmed.

Your tithes and offerings are going into the homes of Americans whom you have never seen. They do not know who it is that was kind enough to make that broadcast possible for them to hear. Per​haps it was you!

But now the time has come for us to extend our mission of peace to more than America. There are many millions in this world who have not heard God's purpose for mankind.

We may think that those people are so far away. But let's not forget this: if Jesus was so considerate of us as to have the Gospel preached here in America, thousands of miles away from where He preached, shouldn't we return that love to many others who are thousands of miles from us? That's the kind of love that fulfills the law. The love that makes it possible for others to learn of the truth and fulfill the law, too.

We certainly don't want to be like some at Corinth were, when Paul preached among them. Paul had ex​penses, but the Corinthians paid none of them. Paul had to take time away from preaching the Gospel to work with his own hands. Other churches had to sup​ply the balance of the needs of the work. (2 Cot. 11:8, 9) "For that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied."

God commands us to speak the truth free to the unconverted outsiders, warn​ing them to flee from their sins, lest they perish for breaking God's laws. But someone has to pay for the preach​ing of that truth. That is our responsi​bility, the way we can express our thank​fulness to God for His having given us the truth free.

So let's do our full share, working more diligently, so that we will have more and more to give, in tithes, larger offerings, earnest and prevailing prayers and any other duty that may fall to us.

We have the job of expanding this efficient work of God to lands where the efforts of one hundred fifty millions of our American neighbors have not yet reached.

We few thousand co-workers have MORE TO DO than all the people living in this whole nation! We have to warn the friends of America, our Israelite neigh​bors across the seas, AND we have to teach the enemies of our nation! That's something that ONLY WE CAN DO, through the guidance of God.

Beside the financial means to extend this work, we are going to need zealous help and earnest prayers from every​one to overcome the opposition of the truth that shall be met in Gentile lands. We must counter the false teachings of the false church that controls the minds of one-fifth of this world's population. We must find a way around the laws of the Soviet Union which prohibit the spread of "religious propaganda."

Above all we must be able to reach the hearts of those who are willing to learn the truth. If Americans can die for their way o f life, how much MORE must we sacrifice a few worldly pleasures to help proclaim THE way of life, GOD'S roav of life! Let's but our whole hearts into it. Let's not sin against God, but faithfully pay our full tithes and give liberal offerings. And Jesus has prom​ised that. we shall have more in return, for it is more blessed to give than re​ceive. (Acts 20:35)

